
liberty to be what you are with 
the hope of becoming what you 
were meant to be. (Growing 
with Christ, Douglas Beyer). 

The Reader’s Digest section 
entitled “Pardon, Your Slip is 
Showing,” quotes a church an-
nouncement:  “Spiritual growth 
has been postponed until Sep-
tember.”  Perhaps a case of too 
much information?  How about 
you?  Are you postponing your 
spiritual growth? 

There is much more 
we would like to say 
about this, but it is 
difficult to explain, 
especially since you 
are spiritually dull and 
don’t seem to listen.  
You have been believ-
ers so long now that 
you ought to be 
teaching others. In-
stead, you need some-
one to teach you 
again the basic things 
about God's word.  
You are like babies 
who need milk and 
cannot eat solid food.  
For someone who 
lives on milk is still an 
infant and doesn’t 
know how to do what 
is right.  Solid food is 
for those who are ma-
ture, who through 
training have the skill 
to recognize the dif-
ference between right 
and wrong.  (Hebrews 
5:11-14 NLT) 

In the following quote from 
the Epistle of Second Peter, we 
find not only God’s provision 
for Christian growth set forth 
but His definition: 

By His divine power, 
God has given us eve-
rything we need for 
living a godly life.  We 
have received all of 
this by coming to 
know Him, the One 
who called us to Him-
self by means of His 
marvelous glory and 
excellence. And be-
cause of His glory and 
excellence, He has 
given us great and 
precious promises.  
These are the prom-
ises that enable you to 
share His divine na-
ture and escape the 
world’s corruption 
caused by human de-
sires.  In view of all 
this, make every ef-
fort to respond to 
God’s promises. Sup-
plement your faith 
with a generous provi-
sion of moral excel-
lence, and moral ex-
cellence with knowl-
edge, and knowledge 
with self-control, and 
self-control with pa-
tient endurance, and 
patient endurance 
with godliness, and 
godliness with broth-
erly affection, and 

brotherly affection 
with love for every-
one.  The more you 
grow like this, the 
more productive and 
useful you will be in 
your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But 
those who fail to de-
velop in this way are 
shortsighted or blind, 
forgetting that they 
have been cleansed 
from their old sins.  
So, dear brothers and 
sisters, work hard to 
prove that you really 
are among those God 
has called and chosen.  
Do these things, and 
you will never fall 
away.  Then God will 
give you a grand en-
trance into the eter-
nal Kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  (2 Peter 1:3-
11 NLT) 

Therefore, growing in Christ 
is in part knowing about Him 
and more importantly, knowing 
Him!  Growth is the fruit of 
this miraculous relationship!  
As with all relationships, it re-
quires time and effort.  We 
have to choose to push aside 
the things of this world in or-
der to make time to spend with 
Christ.  To do otherwise is to 
perish from utter starvation. 

“Christ does not intend that 
you be saved, sanctified, and 
petrified.”  He gives you the 
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As You Begin 

Start your time in the Word with 
prayer!  Ask God to give you His wis-
dom as you study through this lesson. 

If you need wisdom, ask our 
generous God, and He will 
give it to you.  He will not 
rebuke you for asking.  
(James 1:5 NLT) 

Remember, it is the Holy Spirit that 
will “guide you into all truth.” 

When the Spirit of truth 
comes, He will guide you 
into all truth.  He will not 
speak on His own but will 
tell you what He has heard.  
He will tell you about the 
future. (John 16:13 NLT) 

The New Happening 

As you begin your study, read the 
following passages: 

I am the true grapevine, and 
My Father is the gardener.  
He cuts off every branch of 
Mine that doesn’t produce 
fruit, and He prunes the 
branches that do bear fruit 
so they will produce even 
more.  You have already 
been pruned and purified by 
the message I have given 
you.  Remain in Me, and I 
will remain in you.  For a 
branch cannot produce fruit 
if it is severed from the vine, 
and you cannot be fruitful 
unless you remain in Me.  
Yes, I am the vine; you are 
the branches.  Those who 
remain in Me, and I in them, 
will produce much fruit.  For 
apart from Me you can do 
nothing.  Anyone who does 
not remain in Me is thrown 
away like a useless branch 
and withers.  Such branches 
are gathered into a pile to 
be burned.  But if you re-
main in Me and My words 
remain in you, you may ask 
for anything you want, and it 
will be granted!  When you 
produce much fruit, you are 
My true disciples.  This 
brings great glory to My Fa-

ther.  I have loved you even 
as the Father has loved Me.  
Remain in My love.  When 
you obey My command-
ments, you remain in My 
love, just as I obey My Fa-
ther’s commandments and 
remain in His love.  I have 
told you these things so that 
you will be filled with My joy.  
Yes, your joy will overflow!  
(John 15:1-11 NLT) 

I have told you these things 
so that you won’t abandon 
your faith.  For you will be 
expelled from the syna-
gogues, and the time is com-
ing when those who kill you 
will think they are doing a 
holy service for God.  This is 
because they have never 
known the Father or Me.  
Yes, I’m telling you these 
things now, so that when 
they happen, you will re-
member My warning.  I did-
n’t tell you earlier because I 
was going to be with you for 
a while longer.  But now I 
am going away to the One 
who sent Me, and not one of 
you is asking where I am go-
ing.  Instead, you grieve be-
cause of what I’ve told you.  
But in fact, it is best for you 
that I go away, because if I 
don't, the Advocate won’t 
come.  If I do go away, then I 
will send Him to you.  And 
when He comes, He will 
convict the world of its sin, 
and of God’s righteousness, 
and of the coming judgment.  
The world’s sin is that it re-
fuses to believe in Me.  
Righteousness is available 
because I go to the Father, 
and you will see Me no 
more.  Judgment will come 
because the ruler of this 
world has already been 
judged.  There is so much 
more I want to tell you, but 
you can't bear it now.  When 
the Spirit of truth comes, He 
will guide you into all truth.  
He will not speak on His 
own but will tell you what 

He has heard.  He will tell 
you about the future.  He 
will bring Me glory by telling 
you whatever He receives 
from Me.  (John 16:1-14 
NLT) 

And so, dear brothers and 
sisters, I plead with you to 
give your bodies to God be-
cause of all He has done for 
you.  Let them be a living 
and holy sacrifice—the kind 
He will find acceptable.  This 
is truly the way to worship 
Him.  Don’t copy the behav-
ior and customs of this 
world, but let God trans-
form you into a new person 
by changing the way you 
think.  Then you will learn to 
know God's will for you, 
which is good and pleasing 
and perfect.  Because of the 
privilege and authority God 
has given me, I give each of 
you this warning:  Don’t 
think you are better than 
you really are.  Be honest in 
your evaluation of your-
selves, measuring yourselves 
by the faith God has given 
us.  Just as our bodies have 
many parts and each part 
has a special function, so it is 
with Christ's body.  We are 
many parts of one body, and 
we all belong to each other.  
In His grace, God has given 
us different gifts for doing 
certain things well.  So if 
God has given you the ability 
to prophesy, speak out with 
as much faith as God has 
given you.  If your gift is 
serving others, serve them 
well.  If you are a teacher, 
teach well.  If your gift is to 
encourage others, be en-
couraging.  If it is giving, give 
generously.  If God has given 
you leadership ability, take 
the responsibility seriously.  
And if you have a gift for 
showing kindness to others, 
do it gladly.  Don’t just pre-
tend to love others.  Really 
love them.  Hate what is 
wrong.  Hold tightly to what 
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is good.  Love each other 
with genuine affection, and 
take delight in honoring 
each other.  Never be lazy, 
but work hard and serve the 
Lord enthusiastically.  Re-
joice in our confident hope.  
Be patient in trouble, and 
keep on praying.  (Romans 
12:1-12 NLT) 

Now these are the gifts 
Christ gave to the church:  
the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, and the pas-
tors and teachers.  Their 
responsibility is to equip 
God’s people to do His work 
and build up the church, the 
body of Christ.  This will 
continue until we all come 
to such unity in our faith and 
knowledge of God’s Son that 
we will be mature in the 
Lord, measuring up to the 
full and complete standard 
of Christ.  Then we will no 
longer be immature like 
children.  We won't be 
tossed and blown about by 
every wind of new teaching.  
We will not be influenced 
when people try to trick us 
with lies so clever they 
sound like the truth. Instead, 
we will speak the truth in 
love, growing in every way 
more and more like Christ, 
who is the head of His body, 
the church.  He makes the 
whole body fit together per-
fectly.  As each part does its 
own special work, it helps 
the other parts grow, so that 
the whole body is healthy 
and growing and full of love.  
With the Lord's authority I 
say this:  Live no longer as 
the Gentiles do, for they are 
hopelessly confused.  Their 
minds are full of darkness; 
they wander far from the life 
God gives because they have 
closed their minds and hard-
ened their hearts against 
Him.  They have no sense of 
shame.  They live for lustful 
pleasure and eagerly prac-
tice every kind of impurity.  

But that isn’t what you 
learned about Christ.  Since 
you have heard about Jesus 
and have learned the truth 
that comes from Him, throw 
off your old sinful nature and 
your former way of life, 
which is corrupted by lust 
and deception.  Instead, let 
the Spirit renew your 
thoughts and attitudes.  Put 
on your new nature, created 
to be like God—truly right-
eous and holy.  So stop tell-
ing lies. Let us tell our 
neighbors the truth, for we 
are all parts of the same 
body.  And “don't sin by let-
ting anger control you.”  
Don’t let the sun go down 
while you are still angry, for 
anger gives a foothold to the 
devil.  If you are a thief, quit 
stealing.  Instead, use your 
hands for good hard work, 
and then give generously to 
others in need.  Don’t use 
foul or abusive language.  
Let everything you say be 
good and helpful, so that 
your words will be an en-
couragement to those who 
hear them.  And do not 
bring sorrow to God’s Holy 
Spirit by the way you live.  
Remember, He has identi-
fied you as His own, guaran-
teeing that you will be saved 
on the day of redemption.  
Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage, anger, harsh words, 
and slander, as well as all 
types of evil behavior.  In-
stead, be kind to each other, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, just as God through 
Christ has forgiven you.  
(Ephesians 4:11-32 NLT) 

I don’t mean to say that I 
have already achieved these 
things or that I have already 
reached perfection.  But I 
press on to possess that per-
fection for which Christ Je-
sus first possessed me.  No, 
dear brothers and sisters, I 
have not achieved it, but I 
focus on this one thing:  For-

getting the past and looking 
forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on to reach the end of 
the race and receive the 
heavenly prize for which 
God, through Christ Jesus, is 
calling us.  Let all who are 
spiritually mature agree on 
these things.  If you disagree 
on some point, I believe God 
will make it plain to you.  
But we must hold on to the 
progress we have already 
made.  Dear brothers and 
sisters, pattern your lives 
after mine, and learn from 
those who follow our exam-
ple.  For I have told you of-
ten before, and I say it again 
with tears in my eyes, that 
there are many whose con-
duct shows they are really 
enemies of the cross of 
Christ.  They are headed for 
destruction.  Their god is 
their appetite, they brag 
about shameful things, and 
they think only about this 
life here on earth.  But we 
are citizens of heaven, 
where the Lord Jesus Christ 
lives.  And we are eagerly 
waiting for Him to return as 
our Savior.  He will take our 
weak mortal bodies and 
change them into glorious 
bodies like His own, using 
the same power with which 
He will bring everything un-
der His control.  (Philippians 
3:12-21 NLT) 

Since you have been raised 
to new life with Christ, set 
your sights on the realities of 
heaven, where Christ sits in 
the place of honor at God’s 
right hand.   Think about the 
things of heaven, not the 
things of earth.  For you died 
to this life, and your real life 
is hidden with Christ in God.  
And when Christ, who is 
your life, is revealed to the 
whole world, you will share 
in all His glory.  So put to 
death the sinful, earthly 
things lurking within you.  
Have nothing to do with sex-
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Him.  In this new life, it 
doesn’t matter if you are a 
Jew or a Gentile, circum-
cised or uncircumcised, bar-
baric, uncivilized, slave, or 
free.  Christ is all that mat-
ters, and He lives in all of us.  
Since God chose you to be 
the holy people He loves, 
you must clothe yourselves 
with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentle-
ness, and patience.  Make 
allowance for each other’s 
faults, and forgive anyone 
who offends you.  Remem-
ber, the Lord forgave you, so 
you must forgive others.  
Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds us all 

ual immorality, impurity, 
lust, and evil desires.  Don’t 
be greedy, for a greedy per-
son is an idolater, worship-
ing the things of this world.  
Because of these sins, the 
anger of God is coming.  You 
used to do these things 
when your life was still part 
of this world.  But now is the 
time to get rid of anger, 
rage, malicious behavior, 
slander, and dirty language.  
Don’t lie to each other, for 
you have stripped off your 
old sinful nature and all its 
wicked deeds.  Put on your 
new nature, and be renewed 
as you learn to know your 
Creator and become like 

together in perfect har-
mony.  And let the peace 
that comes from Christ rule 
in your hearts.  For as mem-
bers of one body you are 
called to live in peace.  And 
always be thankful.  Let the 
message about Christ, in all 
its richness, fill your lives.  
Teach and counsel each 
other with all the wisdom 
He gives.  Sing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs to 
God with thankful hearts.  
And whatever you do or say, 
do it as a representative of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Fa-
ther.  (Colossians 3:1-17 
NLT) 
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Study Questions 

1. What kind of life can I have as a 
born-again Christian? 

For every child of God de-
feats this evil world, and we 
achieve this victory through 
our faith.   (1 John 5:4 NLT) 

2. What is the Bible’s definition of 
faith? 

Faith is the confidence that 
what we hope for will actu-
ally happen; it gives us assur-
ance about things we cannot 
see.  Through their faith, the 
people in days of old earned 
a good reputation.  By faith 
we understand that the en-
tire universe was formed at 
God's command, that what 
we now see did not come 
from anything that can be 
seen.  It was by faith that 
Abel brought a more accept-
able offering to God than 
Cain did.  Abel’s offering 
gave evidence that he was a 
righteous man, and God 
showed His approval of his 
gifts.  Although Abel is long 
dead, he still speaks to us by 
his example of faith.  It was 
by faith that Enoch was 
taken up to heaven without 
dying—“he disappeared, be-

cause God took him.”  For 
before he was taken up, he 
was known as a person who 
pleased God.  And it is im-
possible to please God with-
out faith.  Anyone who 
wants to come to Him must 
believe that God exists and 
that He rewards those who 
sincerely seek Him.  It was 
by faith that Noah built a 
large boat to save his family 
from the flood.  He obeyed 
God, who warned him about 
things that had never hap-
pened before.  By his faith 
Noah condemned the rest of 
the world, and he received 
the righteousness that 
comes by faith.  It was by 
faith that Abraham obeyed 
when God called him to 
leave home and go to an-
other land that God would 
give him as his inheritance.  
He went without knowing 
where he was going.  And 
even when he reached the 
land God promised him, he 
lived there by faith—for he 
was like a foreigner, living in 
tents.  And so did Isaac and 
Jacob, who inherited the 
same promise.  Abraham 
was confidently looking for-

ward to a city with eternal 
foundations, a city designed 
and built by God.  It was by 
faith that even Sarah was 
able to have a child, though 
she was barren and was too 
old.  She believed that God 
would keep His promise.  
And so a whole nation came 
from this one man who was 
as good as dead—a nation 
with so many people that, 
like the stars in the sky and 
the sand on the seashore, 
there is no way to count 
them.  All these people died 
still believing what God had 
promised them.  They did 
not receive what was prom-
ised, but they saw it all from 
a distance and welcomed it.  
They agreed that they were 
foreigners and nomads here 
on earth.  (Hebrews 11:1-13 
NLT) 

3. How can I grow in my faith? 

So faith comes from hearing, 
that is, hearing the Good 
N e w s  a b o u t  C h r i s t .  
(Romans 10:17 NLT) 

4. What two facts must I believe for 
my faith to be pleasing to God? 

And it is impossible to 
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please God without faith.  
Anyone who wants to come 
to Him must believe that 
God exists and that He re-
wards those who sincerely 
seek Him.  (Hebrews 11:6 
NLT) 

5. What do the following verses tell 
you in regards to living a victori-
ous Christian life? 

Then He said to the crowd, 
“If any of you wants to be 
My follower, you must turn 
from your selfish ways, take 
up your cross daily, and fol-
low Me.  (Luke 9:23 NLT) 

Those who say they live in 
God should live their lives as 
Jesus did.  (1 John 2:6 NLT) 

Do not love this world nor 
the things it offers you, for 
when you love the world, 
you do not have the love of 
the Father in you.  For the 
world offers only a craving 
for physical pleasure, a crav-
ing for everything we see, 
and pride in our achieve-
ments and possessions.  
These are not from the Fa-
ther, but are from this 
world.  And this world is fad-
ing away, along with every-
thing that people crave.  But 
anyone who does what 
pleases God will live forever.  
(1 John 2:15-17 NLT) 

6. How often should we pray? 

Don’t worry about anything; 
instead, pray about every-

thing.  Tell God what you 
need, and thank Him for all 
He has done.  Then you will 
experience God’s peace, 
which exceeds anything we 
can understand.  His peace 
will guard your hearts and 
minds as you live in Christ 
Jesus.  (Philippians 4:6-7 
NLT) 

7. Prayer is like oxygen, it will keep 
us from fainting spiritually.  What 
is the lesson Jesus is trying to 
teach us from Luke 18:1-8? 

One day Jesus told His disci-
ples a story to show that 
they should always pray and 
never give up.  “There was a 
judge in a certain city,” He 
said, “who neither feared 
God nor cared about people.  
A widow of that city came to 
him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give 
me justice in this dispute 
with my enemy.’  The judge 
ignored her for a while, but 
finally he said to himself, ‘I 
don’t fear God or care about 
people, but this woman is 
driving me crazy.  I’m going 
to see that she gets justice, 
because she is wearing me 
out with her constant re-
quests!’”  Then the Lord 
said, “Learn a lesson from 
this unjust judge.  Even he 
rendered a just decision in 
the end.  So don’t you think 
God will surely give justice 
to His chosen people who 
cry out to Him day and 

night?  Will He keep putting 
them off?  I tell you, He will 
grant justice to them 
quickly!  But when the Son 
of Man returns, how many 
will He find on the earth 
who have faith?”  (Luke 18:1-
8 NLT) 

8. What else can I do to pray effec-
tively? 

But when you are praying, 
first forgive anyone you are 
holding a grudge against, so 
that your Father in heaven 
will forgive your sins, too.  
(Mark 11:25 NLT) 

9. Will my prayers be answered 
immediately? 

So do not throw away this 
confident trust in the Lord.  
Remember the great reward 
it brings you!  Patient endur-
ance is what you need now, 
so that you will continue to 
do God’s will.  Then you will 
receive all that He has 
promised.  (Hebrews 10:35-
36 NLT) 

10. What are some things I should 
pray for? 

Give us today the food we 
need, and forgive us our sins, 
as we have forgiven those 
who sin against us.  And 
don’t let us yield to tempta-
tion, but rescue us from the 
evil one.  [For Yours is the 
kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever. Amen.]  
(Matthew 6:11-13 NLT) 
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Meditation and Memorization 

Meditate on (think about) the follow-
ing verses: 

Keep watch and pray, so 
that you will not give in to 
temptation.  For the spirit is 
willing, but the body is weak!  
(Matthew 26:41 NLT) 

And we will receive from 
Him whatever we ask be-
cause we obey Him and do 
the things that please Him.  
(1 John 3:22 NLT) 

Keep on asking, and you will 
receive what you ask for.  
Keep on seeking, and you 
will find.  Keep on knocking, 
and the door will be opened 
to you.  (Matthew 7:7 NLT) 

And we are confident that 
He hears us whenever we 
ask for anything that pleases 
Him.  And since we know He 
hears us when we make our 
requests, we also know that 

He will give us what we ask 
for.  (1 John 5:14-15 NLT) 

Memorize the following verse: 

Confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each 
other so that you may be 
healed.  The earnest prayer 
of a righteous person has 
great power and produces 
wonderful results.  (James 
5:16 NLT) 

 


