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A Battle Hymn for Evangelists — by Dan Cartwright

H

them to obey everything I have comave you ever come across someIt goes without saying that disciples are
manded you. And surely I am with
thing that just cut you to the heart,
made from those who have believed in and
you always, to the very end of the
or maybe read something that
trusted Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord,
age.” (Matt 28:18-20)
really caught your attention, causing
making personal evangelism the beginyou to read it over and over? I’m going
ning point for making disciples, either
With a Soul Blood-bought and a Heart Aglow
to assume that’s a rhetorical question.
by someone else or by us.
We probably all have. Sometimes it’s
Secondly, we just might be living in the
With a soul blood-bought and a heart aglow,
a certain passage of scripture we’ve
most turbulent time in the history of the
Redeemed of the Lord and free;
read many times without much ado,
United States, for reasons that need no
I ask as I pass down the busy street,
but then one day it hits home, perhaps
elaboration. The nation we faithfully
"Is it only a crowd I see?
due to a particular set of circumstancserved for years seems to be crumbling
Do I lift my eyes with a careless gaze
es in which we find ourselves.
before our eyes. Our feelings and emoThat
perceives
no
deep-down
woe?
That happened to yours truly a few
tions range from sadness to anger and
Have I naught to give to the teeming throng
weeks ago. In mid-December last
all points in between, directed against
year, I ordered a 52-week devotional
corrupt systems, ungodly lifestyles and
Of the wealth of the love I know?"
called Facing a Task Unfinished from
those that promote them. That which
Chorus
God calls evil our culture calls good
the Truth For Life Ministry.
Let me look at the crowd as my Saviour did,
and even celebrates it.
The TFL site
from which I
ordered two
copies told
me it was
written to
“motivate us
and to spur
our passion
for taking
the work of
personal
evangelism
more seriously”. In a front section called How to
Use this Book I read the lyrics to the
hymn “With a Soul Blood Bought and
a Heart Aglow”, that has blessed the
book’s author through the years.
In reading the hymn lyrics I was cut to
the quick. I would like to share some
of what has filled my mind and heart in
the hope that you will be encouraged.
Firstly, I am reminded that the motto of
the Christian Military Fellowship.
“Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching

Till my eyes with tears grow dim;
Let me look till I pity the wandering sheep
And love them for love of Him.
As I read in the gospel story oft
Of the Christ who this earth once trod,
I fancy I see His look on the crowd,
That look of the Son of God.

He saw not a number in might and strength,
But a shepherdless flock distressed;
And the sight of those weary fainting sheep,
Brought grief to His loving breast.
Dear Lord, I ask for the eyes that see
Deep down to the world’s sore need;
I ask for the love that holds not back,
But pours out itself indeed.
I want that passionate power of prayer,
That yearns for the great crowd’s soul;
I want to go ‘mong the fainting sheep,
And tell them my Lord makes whole.
- Mrs. R.A. Jarvie Online Source: Today's Hymn: With a Soul
Blood-bought and a Heart Aglow | Salem
Chapel, Martin Top

Lastly, when we are constantly bombarded by it all, we can sometimes lose
sight of the fact that the moral insanity
engulfing our culture is caused by
something deeper than what we see
happening in the world around us. That
‘something’ is called SIN, the sin that
has plagued mankind since Adam and
Eve disobeyed the God who created
them. When we lose sight of the real
cause of all that is wrong with our
world, we also lose the ability to “see
the crowd as our Savior did”, as a
“shepherdless flock” and “fainting
sheep”.
So I simply ask you, dear reader, how
is your spiritual eyesight in the middle
of the storm? Will you pray with me?

“Dear Lord, I ask for the eyes that see
Deep down to the world’s sore need;
I ask for the love that holds not back,
But pours out itself indeed.
I want that passionate power of prayer,
That yearns for the great crowd’s soul;
I want to go ‘mong the fainting sheep,
And tell them my Lord makes whole.
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Should Christians be Doormats? - Greg Laurie

A

fter Leo Tolstoy read the Sermon
on the Mount, he came to this conclusion: “It became evident to me
that Christ forbids all human institutions of
justice, and that he could mean nothing else.
… When I understood the commandment,
‘Do not resist evil,’ in its true meaning, was
that human courts were not only contrary to
this commandment, but in direct opposition
to the whole doctrine of Christ.”

military, police and those who enforce laws,
Romans 13 continues, “The authorities are
God’s servants, sent for your good. But if
you are doing wrong, of course you should
be afraid, for they have the power to punish
you. They are God’s servants, sent for the
very purpose of punishing those who do
what is wrong” (v. 4).

Hebrew civic justice system, and Deut.
19:20 gives its purpose: “Then the rest of the
people will hear about it and be afraid to do
such an evil thing.”

Roman armor worked and what its purpose
was.

Keep in mind that when Paul wrote these
words, the authorities were the Roman govTolstoy didn’t think a Christian should be
ernment. Caesar was hardly what I would
involved in the military, police force or courts call a model of virtue. Still, Paul said the
was compassionate.
of law. But he was wrong. He misunderstood authorities have their place.
what these teachings were saying.
In fact, it’s interesting that Paul actually used But the Jesus of the Bible also administered
justice. He made a whip and drove the monThe Sermon on the Mount was not given to a soldier as a model of what it is to be a
eychangers out of the temple. He told His
govern a society. You govern a society by
Christian. Paul spent a lot of time with soldisciples that as the days were getting more
what Jesus taught in Matthew 5:38: “You
diers, because he got arrested a lot. On
have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an
some occasions he was chained to them. He dangerous, they may need their swords (see
eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’” This comes
knew all about their armor, because in Ephe- Luke 22:36–38). It’s called self-defense. A
from Exodus 21 and continues, “Hand for
sians 6 he wrote about the shield of faith, the Christian can defend himself or herself. It’s
also acceptable for a nation to defend itself
hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for breastplate of righteousness, the helmet of
from those who want to harm it.
wound, stripe for stripe” (v. 24). This was the salvation and so forth. He knew how that
There is a place for self-defense. You have
your rights as an American citizen. God has
the military and the police force. With that in
Paul used the idea of the military and how
we should follow Jesus, writing in 2 Timothy mind, what did Jesus mean when he said,
Criminals don’t love good and hate evil. All
2:3–4: “Endure suffering along with me, as a “But whoever slaps you on your right cheek,
turn the other to him also. … And whoever
people have sinful hearts and are drawn in
good soldier of Christ Jesus. Soldiers don’t
compels you to go one mile, go with him
the wrong direction. If a heart changes, that get tied up in the affairs of civilian life, for
is fantastic. But when someone breaks the
then they cannot please the officer who en- two” (Matt. 5:39, 41)?
law, there has to be a punishment. That pun- listed them.”
Jesus was giving specific advice for when
ishment is never to be carried out by the
Christians are persecuted. These are not
God would never choose a dishonorable
victim of a crime but by the legal system.
profession as an illustration for the Christian mechanical rules; they are principles for
We as a nation need law enforcement and
life. He wouldn’t say, “Be clever like a thief” meeting the personal wrongs that come to
those who follow him. There are times that,
the military. Government, as an entity, has
or “Be passionate like a murderer.” That is
for the sake of God’s kingdom and the soul
been established by God. Romans 13 tells
the wrong picture. But the Bible does use
of a person, we take the hit or turn the other
us, “Everyone must submit to governing au- the occupation of the soldier as a positive
cheek or go the extra mile.
thorities. For all authority comes from God,
illustration.
and those in positions of authority have been However, what if the nation is corrupt? What Is that an easy thing to do? No. We have all
placed there by God. So anyone who rebels if the authorities are corrupt? That does hap- been wronged in life. Most of us have been
against authority is rebelling against what
slandered, mistreated, ripped off and taken
pen. We have a higher principle that we
God has instituted, and they will be punadvantage of. Jesus is not saying that we
obey. For example, the apostles were told
should be the doormats for the planet. But
ished” (vv. 1–2).
by the authorities to no longer preach the
this selflessness, this love that Jesus calls
I have a friend in law enforcement, and
gospel. What did they do? They went out
for, is found in many of the people whom
sometimes we meet for coffee. It’s funny
and preached the gospel. They said, “We
God has used throughout history. It’s the
how people react when he’s dressed in his
must obey God rather than any human auuniform. Everyone gets a little nervous.
thority” (Some people like to think that Jesus spirit that every one of God’s children should
Why? When he puts that uniform on, it
was the ultimate pacifist. They like to think of have. May God help us to turn the other
changes the dynamic of a room, because
him as the first hippie, throwing flowers and cheek and go the extra mile.
he’s an authority figure who has been placed exclaiming, “Peace and love, man!” That
Copyright © 2019 by Outreach Inc. All rights
may be the Jesus of their imaginations, but reserved. Used by permission. Outthere by God.
What if an officer isn’t a Christian? He or she that is not the Jesus of the Bible. The Jesus reachMagazine.com
is still placed there by God. Speaking of the of the Bible was loving. He was forgiving. He

How Should We Then Live? - Dan Cartwright

I

n 1976 Francis Schaeffer, an
American evangelical theologian,
released his book How Should We
Then Live. The book focused on what
our lives as followers of Christ should
look like given the intellectual and moral
decline of Western culture throughout
the preceding centuries.
That question is as relevant today as it
was in 1976. One contemporary pastor
and teacher, John MacArthur, addressed the question in a sermon
called, “How to Live in a Crooked and
Perverse Generation” offering some
keen insight into today’s moral and cultural decline, as well as sound biblical
advice for how we, as Christians, ought
to live in the midst of the turmoil.
The remainder of this article summarizes the highlights of Dr. MacArthur’s sermon, with portions of Philippians, Chapter 2 as the main source.
Paul’s letter to the church of Philippi
presents three basic realities to navigate the times in which we live; 1)

Where we are; 2) Who we are; and 3)
How we are to live.

Where are we?
In verse 15, the Apostle Paul said to the
small church in Philippi: “…we are in
the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation.” Dr. MacArthur descried
Philippi as “The only church in Europe
in the midst of paganism – poor, persecuted, attacked by false teachers,
marked by internal discord and disunity.”
Jesus himself used the phrase “crooked
and perverse generation”. In Matthew
17, and again in Luke 9 Jesus said to

the Jews of His day, “You are an unbelieving and perverted generation.”
There are also other biblical references
to consider.
Proverbs 2 tells us:
“Discretion will guard you, understanding will watch over you, to
deliver you from the way of evil,
from the man who speaks perverse things; from those who
leave the paths of uprightness to
walk in the ways of darkness;
who delight in doing evil and rejoice in the perversity of evil;
whose paths are crooked, and
who are devious in their
ways.” (Prov 2:11)
The prophet Isaiah described rebellious
and disobedient people pf his day:
“Their feet run to evil, they hasten to shed innocent blood; their
thoughts are thoughts of iniquity,
devastation and destruction are
in their highways. They do not
know the way of peace, there’s
no justice in their tracks; they
have made their paths crooked,
whoever treads on them does
not know peace.” (Isa 59:7-8)
We also have examples in Apostolic
preaching. When he preached at Pentecost, Peter told his audience “Be saved
from this crooked and perverse generation!” (Acts 2:4)
Fast forward to now. Our own country,
our nation, and today’s world seems to
be bent on systematically eliminating
morality and religion while promoting
and even celebrating that which God
calls “abomination”. Evil is called good
and good evil.
Where are we? We are right where God
wants us to be; living in a world that’s
exactly what it has always been.

Who are we?
Our Philippians text answers that, as
well, in verse 15:
”. . .you will prove yourselves to be
blameless and innocent, children
of God above reproach in the
midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you
appear lights in the world”,
First, we are children of God.
“But as many as received Him, to
them He gave the right to become children of God, to those
who believe in His name: who
were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God. “ (John 1:1213)
We are not only His children, we are
also “heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ” (Rom 8:17).
The world has no idea what that means,
but we have an inner certainty that our
status as God’s children is true, “The
Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are
the children of God.” (Rom 8:16).
So here we are, children of God living in
a corrupt and perverse generation, exactly where we are supposed to be!
Secondly, we are lights in the world.
The Greek word for ‘lights’ in the text is
used to describe the sun, moon and
stars. Just as the sun, moon, and stars
the luminaries that light the darkness in
creation, we shine as luminaries in the
darkness of Satan’s kingdom.
How are we to live?
Consider the fact that, as children of
God and citizens of His kingdom, we
live in a parallel universe. John 18 explains it. When before Jesus’ crucifix-
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How Should We Then Live? (Cont’d)

(Continued from page 3)

ion, Pilate asked him “Are you the King
of the Jews?” Jesus answered him, “My
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants
would have been fighting, that I might
not be delivered over to the Jews. But
my kingdom is not from the world.”
The kingdom is God; the kingdom of
Christ is a spiritual reality separate from
every earthly kingdom. So how do we
live in this parallel universe? Let’s turn
back to our passage in Philippians,
Chapter 2 and look at the imperatives
we are given.
The first imperative for our lives is given
in verses 5 and 8 . “”Have this attitude in
yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus”. . . “Humbled Himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death: death on
a cross.” Our lives should be marked by
an attitude of humility in every aspect.
A humble attitude enables us to fulfill our

calling to:
to live lives of obedience to God and
“Do nothing from selfishness or
pursue blameless, innocent, and virtuempty conceit, but with humility
ous lives.
consider one another as more
important than yourselves; do not
God Bless Your Journey!
merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the
interests of others.” (Phil 2:3-4)
“Let this mind be in you
So, the first imperative is to have the
which was also in Christ
same attitude of humility that Christ had.
Jesus, who, being in the
The second imperative is found in versform of God, did not consides 12 & 13:
er it robbery to be equal
“So then, my beloved, just as you
with God, but made Himself
have always obeyed, not as in my
of no reputation, taking the
presence only, but now much
form of a bondservant, and
more in my absence ,work out
coming in the likeness of
your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at
men. And being found in
work in you, both to desire and to
appearance as a man, He
work for His good pleasure.
humbled Himself and beWe are to “work out” our salvation, not
came obedient to the point
work “for” our salvation. We need to get
of death, even the death of
out of God’s way and let HIM work, with
the cross.
an attitude of worship, an attitude of
- Philippians 2:5-8“fear and trembling”. How do we do that
– work out our salvation? We are called
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CMF Local Representative. This will begin
your journey of obedience to the Great Commission (Matthew 18:28-30). If you choose
to begin this process, you may send your
Pray and Plan (Brief #3) that shares the
most important activity of all! Asking Jesus completed briefs to us by snail mail, e-mail
what He would have you to do and then be- or FAX. You may download and complete
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